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r heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.
—Lord Alfred Tennyson.

Lissz bl S
“—But O, there's love for everything
The old-tima Christmus is worth re-
telling, if only that thoe whose mem-
ory runs back to the old days “*befo de
wah" may .make the pleasant retro-
spect. For am old Virginia Christmas
was the holiday of the year, and if not
celebrated according to modern notions
of deesrum, was hearty and honest.
0Old folks looked forward te it; children
awake at might and talked of it
beforeband; servants sat ap o'
nights and ryminated over it, and all

5

ing there was to be mre. The prob-
lem of life —‘‘what shall we eat, what
shall we drink, wherewithal shall we
ba clothed?"
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them a lesson—many lessons—of purity,
be learned, lessons that may profit us

| plea, skin eruptiona cores ahd bolls rob life of

jface. Cures Pimples, Sore Eves. Cold Sores,
Guon were fired, pig-bladders, that had |/

HYMN FOR CHRISTMAS MORNING.
[ Hark! a burst of heavenly mysie,

Lo, they bear the joyful tidings,

s dash for ber, she scampering off into
the hall, and out there is heard **don’t,*”
and “‘you muitn't’’ and “‘please stop'’,
all ending in 2 more subdued noise like
the popping of cork from bottle, and
both reappear, red in face and very
happy

Ob, it was a merry Christmas! Not
much going to cherch, for that was
miles away and the custom of the
country was not such in great part; but
there was fun, jollity, merriment, hap-
piness, and the greatest of good neigh-
borliness. And it lasted a week.
Christmas festivities were kept ap until
New Year, with visitings. excursions,
dances, frolickings, courtiag, an occa-
sional fox hunt for the elders, and coon
and 'possum hunting for the juniors.
There was one incident that should
be written down. The lady of the
house called for her carriage before
noon, and whispered to the driver 'a
word he seamed to flinch at, but the
carriage rolled away and returned in
time for the dinner. It had brought to
the manse an old and poor relation, one
who, if he had brought his troubles on
himself, as indeed most of us do, was
not forgotten im this time of ‘'good
gifts tomen". Old, feeble, with quav-
ering yoice and shaking steps, he tukes
his piace at the table, and he too has
his Cbhristmas with the family and
guests. What if he had led a disorderly
lifeT What if he had, as most thought,
disgraced the family? It was Christ-
mas and therg was no contumely for
bim that day.

It was all long, long ago. And long
since Sue, the fair-haired, has grand-
children of her own, the major has
censed to drill the militia, the judge
bas gone to that bar where he himeself
is judged, the doctor has settled ina
land where no man shall say, “I am
sick,”” and the gay and thoughtless
hegroes are scattered té& the winds or
dying in the purlius of the great city.
. The pageant fades, the old times go,
g9, are gone. Yet there was much of
it to rejoice in. Men were honest and
honorable, women were pure and modest.
There were good, wholesome Christians
in that day, even if the habits of the
time seem to us incongruous with the
Christ-life. And it is well to take the
old books, the old legends of the old
¥irginia, and studying these, see if from

honor, nobility of character, may not

in this day of the strenuqus life.
Janes B. Hongxiy.
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+ It's & waman's delight to look her besi, but pim-

Joy. Listen! Bueklen's Arnica Salve cures them:
the skin soft and velvity. It glorifies the

Cracked Lips, Chapped Hands, Try it. Infallible
for Plles. 25c at all drugwista,

1
From a band of seraphs

. Jesus, Prince of Peace, is born]

Sweet and clear those amgel voices,
. Behoing through the starry sky,
As‘they chaot the heayenly ghorys,
*Glory be toGod 9 high|"

And this joyful Christmas morning
Breaking o'er the world helaw,
Tells again the wondroys stary
Shepherds heard =0 loag ago.
Who shall still cur tyneful voices,
Who the tide of praise ahall stem,
Which the blessed angels taught ua,
In the fields of Bethlehem?

Hark! we hesr again the chorus,
Ringing through the starry sky;
And we join the heavenly anthem,
“Glory be to God on high!""
Mrs. M. N. Meigs.

There is more Catarrh in this section of the
country thdn all other diseases put tagether, and
untll the last few yoars was supposed to be lucur-
abla. For a great many years doctors pronounced
it & local diseass and prescribed locs! remedies,

dese
en git cut’n bayar e doan bother me—
I’se buay'’, and the children scampered
off.

In the great house the scene was no

Each was & chancter. The judge,
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. hundred dollars for any case it falls tocure. Send

and by constantly falling to eure with local tremt-
| ment, p d it bla. Sei has proven
| eatarrh to be u constitutional disease and therefore
reguires constitutional treatmint. Hall’s Catarrh
Cura, manufactured by F. J. Chenay & Co., Toleda,
Ohio, is the oaly constitutional care on the market
It is taken internally in does freen 10 drops to a
teaspoonfal. It acts directly on the blood asd
muccus surfaces of the aystem. They offer one

for circulars and testimonials.
Addresa: F. J, Casxuy & Co., Tolado, O,
by Druswists, TSe.

They echo, and my beartstrings thrill,
—The Bentztown Bard.

A “BEBEL'S" RECOLLECTIONS

(Written for the Va. Crmizes.)
I, E. Tyler Davis, was born on the Sth
of November, 1843. My father's name
was John B. Davis. 1 was born in Wi-
comico distriet, in Northumberland Co.,
Va., and within a few hundred yards
of what wasa then known as “Dameron’s
chapel;’ it is now known as Mila chapel.
After a few years my father moved up
in the forest near what is now Miski-
mon, and what schooling I got was at a
private school taught by Josiah Robin-
son, at what is now Smyrna Church,
but was koown in those times aa
Chinquapin Chapel and later stil] as
Farest Chapel. [ was only at this
school one session, and this was in the
year 1853 or 1854. From that time until
the Civil war bruke out | worked with
my father on the farm.
On the 17th of April, 1861, [ enlisted as
& private in Co. G, 40th Vol Infantry,
we enlisting as Virginia troops. Cap-
tain Caleb Letchfield was captain of
our company; lst Lieutenant, Robert
Crowder; 2ad Lieutenant, John George;
3rd Lieutenant, Thos. Crowder; 4th
Lieutenant, Thos, Effort.
‘On the26th ofMay, 1861, we re-inlist-
ed as Confederate troops, and were mus-
tered into the Confederate service as
such at Heathsgille.
Soon after this the regiment moved
from Heathsville to Oldham’s Cross
Roads, stayed there g few days and then
maved to Bayd's Hale, on the Patamac
river, and there we picketed the Potomao
river at Coloninl Beach (it was then
known as White Point), Mathias Point
ang other places aloag the river.
The regiment was ordered to Ball
Run, or Manasass, to take part in opera-
tions in that mection, but before we
reached there the battle was fought,
and we got news that Beauregard  had
whipped the enemy in a big battle, and
we were then put in camp at Brooks
Station, in Stafford county. In July,
1861, while the' regiment was in camp
at Brooks Station, Capt. Letchfield re-
signed his captainey of our company,
and we elected as Captain Walter Bowie,
of Westmoreland evunty. No® better
man or officer ever lived than he. He
was good to his men, considerate of
their welfare, congenial in camp, and
as brave in action as any man who aver
drew a sword indefence of his home.
When we inlisted, our company was
armed with some qf the ritles that were
taken at Harpers Ferry when Johg
Brown was captured. These arms had
been sent to the *Northumberland
Rifiemen, '’ a militia company, and they
were turned over' to us. These guns
were rifle-bored and I used mine until
it became #o leaded that I couldn’t get
a ball n it.
In the fall of 1861, we went into
wintér guarters at Acquia Creek, on
the Potomae river. Our tents were good
loghouses, daubed in, and they were
comfortable.
We ataid at Acquia Oreek about g
month, and then the regiment was
grdered  back to Heathsville. Werel
there & shopl time and were then
ardered to build winter quarters at
Smyrna Churcl, and we started to build
log tents there, ucross the road in front
of the church, in a piece of pine wauda
that has singe beeq cleared up, and is
now in cyltivation. We didg't finish oyr
tents befare the regiment was ordered
to Farnham Church. We staid at
Farnham Church sbogt s week, and
were qrdered to Fredericksburg. The
regiment was marched to Union wharf{
on the near what is now
Sharp’s wharf, There we were put
aboard the steamer Virginia and taken
o Frederickaburg. We were pat into
camp on the Fredericksbury side of the
river, and staid there 8 few duys. One
evening two companies of our regiment
were ordered across the Rappahannock
to the Falmouth side to do picket duty.
These companies were the Heathsville
Guards, Capt. T. Edwin Betts, and our
Co. G., Capt. Bowie. We were stationed
on one road and the Heathsville Guards
on another. I had been sent forward
asa vidette. This was towards morning;
when I heard firing on the other road.
The enemy had advanced on the road
where the Heathsville Guards were
posted, and several of the yankees
were killed, and one man of the H
ville Guards waskilled, whoee name was
——— Swain, and to the best of my
recollection this was the first man
killed in our regimeut. When our com-

Take Hall's Family Pifls for constipation,

puny Heard the firing on the other road

ear.hs-i

““Meadow Bridge,’’ and the first battle
our regiment was ever in was the hat-
tle of Mechanicsville, and ours was
the first command that fired a gun on
the Confederate side in that fight.
From this time on our regiment was

leiter bearers were William C. Brown,
Robert Dunaway, Joseph Sampson in
this engagement, My Comrade Joe.
Sampson was carrying the letter folded
up on his back and when we came to
look at it, three bullets holes were

almost constantly engaged, until
McClelland crossed the James river
after the battle of Malvern Hill.
After the Federal army had erossed I
walked along the shore of the James
river and saw their armes stacked on
the shore, where they had left them in
their hurry to cross the river.

The next general engagement our
regiment took part in was the second
battle of Manassas. At this time, and
while the army and our regiment were
in Maryland, 1 was sick in a hospital in
Lynchhurg, the only time I was unfit
far duty during the whole war. 1 re-
joined the army on its return from
Maryland. After some time our regi-
ment was in camp at Camp Gregg. We
were ordered from there to Fredericks-
burg. We reached Fredericksburg the
12th or 18th of December, 1862, and
were posted on Marye's Heights. That
night every man was ordered to “ay
on his arms,’” and by sunrise we were
ordered to fall in line of battle. Soon
after we formed line of battle we saw
& Federal soldier ride from towards the
river carrying a white flag. As soon as
he came with the flag we were ordered
to stack arms and I was told that it was
a signal that they wanted to bury their
dead. 1 got & pass from my captain
end went down to where they were
digging the trenches and thrawing the
men in. After this bhattle we went back
into winter quarters and staid there
until the spring of 1863.

Our regiment was heavily engaged in
the battle of Chancellcrsville, but 1 was
not with it in that engagement as [ had
been detailed to guard the ordnance
train, &

Our regiment remained in the region
between Chancellorsville and Freder-
icksburg until the army moved to cross
the river on its way to Penneylvania.
We went to Gettysburg and were en-
gaged there on the second day and were
ready to charge to support Gen. Archer,
but his command was badly cut to pieces
and theGeneral was captured. Soon af-
ter this our brigade was reinforced and
we charged, and succeeded in getting
on a hill and were ordered to lie down,
where we remained until reinforced.
While we were an this hill a sharp-
shooter, who was posted near an old
house, kept shaoting and seemed to be
trying ta Kkill Cal. John M. Brocken-
broggh, and he was coming so close tn
him that Cal. B. said, “‘boys, kill that
d——=yankee,”” and Dick Savin and
myself both dropped an our knees, took
aim and fired at the same time, The
sharpshooter fell, but I don’t know
who killed him.

On the 3rd day at Gettysburg our
regiment was in action; we charged
when Pickett’s diviasian chargog on that
dt.:,' being an their right and supporting

em. .

After the battle of Gettysburg was
over our regiment came back with the
army to Virginia. While the army was
falling back towards the Potomae one
nighta strong picket was posted to cover
the retreat of the army. A number of
men were detailed from the 40th for
-this purpose, and I was one of them.
Lieut. Ben Stewart was in charge of
the picket from the 40th Virginia, and
we stayed on our post until nearly day
when Lieut. Stewart told us we had
hetter he leaving there as the army
had heen gane since early in the night,
and we left and follawed the army.
We went to Williamsport and just as
we got there the™last of Stonewall bri-
gade were in the water fording the
river. When threeof us—Lieut.Stewart,
W. N. Cundiff and myself—reached the
river, all of the other- pickets of the
40th had been captured. While we
were fording the river a squad of Fed-
eral cavalry rode down on the hill at
Williamsport and fired on us, but did us
no harm. After I crossed I went to-
wards Falling Waters and saw our army
crossing there and sat beneath a per-
simmon tree. I saw the fighting be-
tween our people and the enemy, and
rejoined my command when it crossed
the river at that point.

Our regiment was also engaged in the
| battle of Mine Run. There we sup-
' ported Gen. Pegram’s artillery.

Our next important engagement was
. the battle of the Wﬂdemm, where we
were heavily engaged the first evening,
and again ip the morning. At Spotayl-
vania C. H , we fought in breastworks,
and it was one of the hottest fights |

found in it, but Sampson had not been
struck at all.

Soon after this battle an incident oc-
cured which [ shall never forget, how
it affected my comrade and myself at
the time, and made us divide our scanty
rations with a woman and her hungry
babes.

Lieut. Thos. Effort and myself went
out foraging to see if we could get any-
thing from the good people for us to
cat. We had but a very little of our
rations left. The first place we went
to for this purpose, we called and a lady

Brok

Each bank contains a Good Luck
l ocnny

SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl Street, N. Y.
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Designers and Manufacturers of Artistie
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came out to her yard gate to meet us. i
Lieut. Effort told her our errund and |
asked her to give us something to eat. :
Tears came to her eyes and she told ""‘l
that her husband like ourselves was |
then a soldier in the Confederate army,
and that the yankees had been to her
house and taken the last thing she had
to eat on earth and that she didn’t have
u crust for herself or her three little
children. Her story touéhed my com-
rade and myself, and we opened our
haversacks and gave her what we had
left in them. “War is a hard trade’’, |
but it doesn’t take all of the pity and|
sympathy out of a man.

# 1 staid with my commandin all of the
hard places it found itself. I was nover
told thatI shirked a duty that was mine us
a soldier and this heritage I hand down |
to my children. No command in that !
great army had braver or kinder officers
than those who commanded the old
40th and Co.G. My record asa Con-
federate soldier has never been ques-
tioned that I know of: if any one has
any criticism to make of it, I hope
they will doit while I am living; and if
80 let them make it in the VIrRGINIA
CITIZEN where I will meet it, as
there are wise men now living who
knew me in war, with whom |
touched elbows and kept step, when we
faced death and dared to do oar duty in
the face of what seemed certain de-
straction. 1 have written this, as 1
want to leave with my camp some
record of my service' as a soldier of
my country,

In my old age I should like to hear
from some of my old comrades of the
40th, and from my comrades of the
Lawson-Ball Camp. 1 hope they will
write out their recollections and publish
them in some of the papers. Those of us
who have not yet answered the final
roll-call would be cheered and refreshed
to have a word from you, my old com-
rades. I often go over those old scenes
with some of the old boys of the 40th.
Living inithe same neighborhood with me
are three men, viz. W. D. Haynie, W,
T. Marsh and R. S, Marsh, We grew
up as boys together in the same neigh-
borhood, we played together then, and
then we took part in that rough game
called war and I want to say for them
that the South had no truer or more
loyal sons than they, and there
were no stouter or braver soldiers in

all the hosts of the Soath’s defenders.
They did their duty in war, they have

There are thousands of others like them:
I have named these three only because
we have all been life-long friends. All
three of these men bear marks of valiant
service on their bodies,

TRUCKERS' NOTES.

The seeded wheat area of the Ugited
States this winter is over thirty-three
and-a-half millions acres. The general
condition of the wheat is reported over
the average.

The experiment of growlng walouts
on oak trees is being conducted success-
fully by E. M. Price of Sacramento,
Cal., wﬁo has a large number of new
species about his home. The nuts grew
about three times as large as the ones
in the markets. The product is the

done it in peace; all honor to them. |

result of cutting the limbs of walnut
trnies and grafting them into stocky
oaks.

I

SAMPLE OF OUR WORK.

This monument was designed, exe-
cuted and erected to the memory of
Dr. Lawrence Gunyon Mitchell, at larn-
ham Baptist Church, Richmond Co., Va.

MONUMERTS AND GRAESTONED
..;E

To all who con-
template the erec-
tion of a Monu-
ment, Statue or
Gravestone in Mar-
ble or Granite, it
will be to their
. interest to call on

LAWSON & NEWTON,
Cor.11th and Williams Sts.,

NORFOLK, VA.
Bell "Pnone No. 3752,

PROFESSIONAL,
R W. PALMER,
e IPENTIST,
VWiil be in Reedville the first Monday of

each month and remain two weeks, The
rest of month in Kilmarnock. [Bank Bldg. |

D G. H. OLIVER,
RESIDENT UENTIST,
IRVINGTON, VIRGINIA,

(Ofee over Rank,)

Nitrous Oxide Gas administered.
Appointments for sittings of any length

duouid ov made severa. day. in advance,
Terms: Cash.

W. T. MAYO,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
Haous, Va.

“FARNER BALL,
ATTORNEY-AT LAW,
MowassoN, Laxcaster Co., VA,

Will practice in &l) the Courts of this and
ajdoining counties,

Promptattention given tu all legal busines

His approval is valuable.

Always keepa good laxative in t

i the best faxative for this? Ayer's Pills.

Weak Throat—Weak Lungs

Cold after cold; cough after cough! Troubled with this
taking-cold habit? - Better break it u
confidence in Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral
medicine like it for weak throats and weak lungs. Ask
your doctor for his opinion.
Follow his advice at all times.
No alcohol in this cough medicine.

p. We have great
for this work. No

He knows all about it.

J. C. Ayer Co., Lowell, Mass.
adosewhen your cold fisst comeson. What

Ask your doctor his opinion. Let him decide,
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